THE COUNTER-OFFENSIVE

bases, not its regular aerodromes, and the work of
providing those bases with the needed flow of equip-
ment and supplies has been rendered more difficult
by the dislocation and delays resulting from our
incursions into the interior of Germany and against
the lines of communication linking the factories or
depots and the aerodromes in the Low Countries
and in France. Germany's production of war
material has been appreciably reduced, moreover,
by the bombing of her munition factories, and there
has been a slowing-up of the tempo of her industrial
life. The raiding has been scientific, not haphazard.
It has been based on plans of attack carefully con-
ceived and long prepared. Weak points in Nazi
industry and transport have been systematically
singled out and assailed. Already evidence is ac-
cumulating of the effect of our sustained attacks
upon the efficiency of Germany's war effort, and,
incidentally, upon the morale of her people.
On January 17, 1941, statistics, with maps, were
issued by the Ministry of Information illustrating
the increase in the intensity of our offensive against
Germany in the later months of 1940. At the end of
September 900 raids had been made on target areas
in Germany itself* By the end of December the
number had increased to over 1400. More than 500
of these raids had been made against the Ruhr, and
these, the Ministry of Information stated, were par-
ticularly noteworthy in view of Goring's pre-war
boast: el have convinced myself personally of the
measures taken to protect the Ruhr against air
attack. We will not expose the Ruhr to a single